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INTRODUCTION TO CASH AND VOUCHER 
ASSISTANCE (CVA) AND MARKET BASED 

PROGRAMMING (MBP) FOR WASH
Emergency WASH training
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Learning objectives

• What is Cash and Voucher Assistance (CVA) and Market Based
Programming (MBP) for WASH

• Why do we do CVA and MBP for WASH

• How do we do CVA and MBP for WASH
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CVA ??? and MBP???

Cash and Voucher Assistance (CVA) is the provision of cash and/or vouchers
to individuals, households or communities, to enable them to access the
goods and services that they need. It does not include financial assistance
given to local authorities or other providers of public or private WASH services.

Market-based programming or market-based interventions are projects 
that work through or support local markets
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Agree or Disagree? Part 1

1. Definition of Market: “a place where people can sell and buy
goods”

2. CVA is one of the element of market-based programming
3. Cash is the best option where the program seeks to give the

maximum amount of flexibility and dignity to people affected by
crisis.

4. Market Based Programing are appropriate in acute emergencies.
5. Local Inflation is one of the risk of CVA intervention.
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Agree or Disagree? Part 2

1. CVA intervention is not recommended through country’s
social protection system/social safety nets since it will take
long time to process.

2. CVA/MBP most probably will give burden to local economy
3. CVA will reduces requirements to manage logistics,

warehousing.
4. CVA will make easier to monitor the quality of materials and

services sourced by the recipients.
5. CVA/MBP cannot be a standalone activity



Internal

6

Why CVA?
 CVA is recognized as an important lever in 

creating transformational change in the 
humanitarian aid system, in helping and 
enabling people to overcome crisis with 
dignity, exercise choice and sustain well-
being. 

 CVA has the potential to provide a more 
timely, efficient, effective, flexible, and 
appropriate form of response, when the 
conditions are right, including in conflict 
situations. Hence, in most context, aid 
recipients indicate a preference for cash 
to other forms of assistance.
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CVA Modalities
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Why should WASH programs consider MBP?
 Markets are central to 

people´s life and livelihoods
 Pre-crisis market analysis is 

key to preparedness and 
building market resilience

 There are no market neutral 
interventions

 Market assessments post-
shock allow for better quality 
emergency responses

 MBP can lead to a multiplier 
effect
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How should WASH MBP be carried out?



Internal



Internal

13

Risk and 
Challenges in 
CVA/Market 

Based 
Programming?
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Outcomes of MBP for WASH
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• CVA is not a ‘silver bullet’ and cannot address all issues – It depends on the feasibility and
appropriateness

• CVA is one of the element of market-based programming – MBP involves working across supply and
demand as well as to improve the market environment or market secondary services

• MBP covers all types of engagement with market systems - as classified by four different approaches
of awareness of markets, supporting markets, using markets, strengthening market system.

• Markets are part of sustainable development - WASH practitioners should recognize and seek to
identify ways in which the local market can contribute to meeting the needs of the community during
the crisis and throughout the response as the market recovers.

Key messages
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Thank you! Questions?


